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DEPAETMANT OF THE ARMY
NEADQUART:R:, LTii BATFALION, 12TH INFASTRY
- 199TH INF-NT.Y-BBIGADE (SEP) (IT)
APU 5AN FRANCISCO 96279

30 June 1968

"Recomuendation for Presidentisl Unit Citation - -

Comnanding General o
199th Infantry Brigade (Sep) (Lt)
APO San Francisco 96279 o

“le Por extraordinary heroism in action during the period § May 1968 - .. .
through 10 May 1968, ny D, 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry, 199th In- Rk
fantry brigade (Separate) (Light) and attached units are recomuended for, - <.
the Presidentisl Unit Citstion, - T

. Du period all members of Company D performed with distinction s .
as they searched for and located enenmy elements intent on seising Saigon, - - ° :
- totally thwarted the enemy thrusts at the onset .of the Communist Post- - .- S
" Iamar New Year Offensive, and denied the enemy forces acoess to the popu=
lated areas of Binh Chanh District, mm;mcmmdmmug :
combat ineffective. ' ' o : ‘ TR

3.. On 5 May 1968, the i4th Battalion, 12th Infantry, reacting to intelli~ . -
gence reports of impending enemy attacks on Saigon, established Fire BRI S
Support Base STEPHANIE at grid X3758902, appraximately 5 kilometers south- - =

" west of the capital city. For weeks enany umits had been moving toward o
the area and an attack on Saigon was probable through Binh Chanh District.
The area of operation which 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry assumed on § May -
covered a large portion of Binh Chanh District, and blocked the likely
route of approacn into the city., - : IR .

~he Company D moved as security for the battalion commsnd section, and’
: secured the new fire base on the night of 5 May 1968. Shortly after
dark, at 052130 hours, ane of Company D's three-man listening posts en~
8aged three enemy, killing one and capturing two. Qne of the men, FFC
James McKenzie, was largely responsible for this unusual circumstance, As g
the enmy came under fire from the listeaing post, they scattered: two
'~ running west and one east, FPC McKenzie sprang up and ran into the dark-
‘ness alone after the two, then- confronted by a burst of automatic weapons
fire, he hit the ground behind a rice dike and returned fire, I
ane of the fleeing onemy,and piniting dowa the other. Complstely shocked
bY~fRC McKensi®fs aggressive puwreyit, the enemy quickly surrendered although -
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he had only fired his weapon s few t imes and still had a large supply of
amnunition., With similar aggressiveness, the other members of the listen-
ing post captured the lone enemy who had hoped to escape to the east.
Later that night, at 060045 hours, an armored personnel carrier fram D
Troop, 17th Armored Cavalry, attached to Company D, spotted and engaged
an enemy squad moving parallel to the perimeter of Fire Support Base
STEPHANIE. Elements of Company D also placed heavy fire on the enemy,

but in the darkness they managed to break contact. Imnediately Company D
swept into the area but only blood trails could be found. As daylight
broke, however, another of Company D's listening post 's captured one
enemy who had been seriously wounded and left behind during the firefight.
He had been armed with an AK-47 rifle and two B-40 rockets. ‘

5. At 060652 hours, Commny D, reacting to sniper fire, began to push
toward the suspected enemy miper position. Two platoons moved directly
toward the sniper, with Cavalry elements in support, while two platoons
moved north in a screening maneuver. By 040725 hours, Company D and it's
Cavalry attachment had killed nine enemy and captured three. Information
gleaned from the Prisoners of War (POW) revealed that they were members

of the 267th North Vietnamese Army (NVA) Battalion. The two platoons which
had moved to the north made contact about the same t ime and by 060804 hours
were engaged in a fierce fire fight. In the initial contact one platoon
immediately suffered three casualties who lay in an exposed area near the
well entrenched enemy positions. The rest of the platoon was pinned down.
With camplete disregard for his own safety the medical aidman, SP4 Harvey
Cooley, moved forward to two of the casualties and began treating their
wounds, The platoon maneuvered against the hostile force and was eventually
able to establish fire superiority. During a trief lull in the firing

the third wounded man attempted to crawl from his. exposed position to

SP4 Cooley's location., Seeing that the wounded man could move no further
due to the severity of his wounds, SP4 Cooley rushed to his aid, As he
courageously began to carry the wounded man to cover, SP4 Cooley was

mortally wounded, With strong determination, the platoon made a final

assault and the enemy fled their positions. By 060915 hours Company D
had killed 7 more NWVA soldiers and captured another POW, Throughout the

‘day Company D pursued the beleagured elements of the 267th NVA Battalion,

until 061600 hours when no further enemy could be fournd. By this time,
thirty nine NVA soldiers had been killed and five POW's captured, a long
with fourteen AK-47 rifles, one AK-50 rifle, two 60mm mortars, three rocket

launchers, and a large amount of other materiel.

6. Establishing a new command post at grid XS756913, Company D dispatched
three ambush patrols as darkness fell. At 062250 hours enemy movement
was again detected. Allowing the enemy to move as close as possible to
it's position, Company D took them under fire a few minutes later -and

by 062335 hours had killed four more. A subsequent sweep of the area led
to the capture of an enemy machine gun, machine gun carriage, and amnuni-
tion, Later that night, at 070255 hours, Company D came under intense

S Aveey

Doy 4 e o ©
[RLED b= %ﬁl

g b e

g g GH 8

4 s o ——— o o — i st sttt s o ok

oy

2k

i

B AR

s

S

SRR (YRS Y



R i T A L R s B ik

ground ‘attack by approximitely 9@ cely ‘ BT UR
rocket and mortar t'ire, the situation .Loo"l'teﬂ gevere for the : g}
soldiers, However, men' Like 5GT -avid #undell insured the su '
C:empw U's defense. .hen hi: piatcon sergeant was wounded in the %ﬂy
moments of the atta.ck, "5GT hundeli rallied the men by moving through the
darkness and the enary bullets to give directions and reassurance to.
each man personally. Although the enemy farces pushed right into Com-

'pa.ny B"s _Lme, the’ som:.ers did not glve ground. .SGT Rundell personally

ﬁWL selcuers at. 61036 range who were ‘spearheading the attack.,
and bravery of SGT Rundell and other men

and t.he -m.ght defénsive » pos:.tion was mintamed. Throughout the
, .le raged. A flanking maneuver by the hostile
’rroop, 17th Armored Cavalry at
é of all fire support, utilizing
z fire teams, flare ships, and tactical
ut'of tha enemy forces.' Captain James

00 Soon thereafter the enemy
tely disarganized and demoraliged,
awing generally to the north, With
ed to bring havoc on the enemy by
tos on the retreating foe. As
+toll of it's nighttime activities.
of the d&ylight hours that day
es, prisonets, and enemy materiel
POW's were captured, and

t . Eaishty dead NVA soldiers

‘rifles were captured. Thirty

‘ jpons ‘8 ne ? rocket launcher had been completely de-

d by the aﬁx strikes. = Large amounts of amit.ion, medical supplies
me ‘s m 8.159 gam‘ 775

nof 7 May l%& Company D established a night. de=

: ﬁens 754916, Again on the alert all night, the

‘mear their position at 080528 hours. As .

*d of the perimeter, Com~ -

_ _”tau&rd their position. The

however - remaining darkness and foliage,

the break'oif day. Company D swept throughout that area on -

eenemy hoéles and searching for further hostile activity,

[wenatwill‘lngtomat. them head on ° -
‘haited his men at 081135 hours to establish

sition. at grid XS. 75&916. wn.ﬂ.e the men gained some

for future combat §

X . v D.moved into it's preplanned T-shaped
oward Cmpnny D from threo sides, forty

\ ml t;he 272d NVA Regiment and two from
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